The Time Traveller told his
dinner guests that he could travel

_— through time. He then showed
i them a small time machine which

he made disappear. The following
i week, the same guests meet again.
N i The Time Traveller enters looking

START THINKING ... dirty. He says he will now tell them
i what has happened if they agree

1 Work in pairs. Discuss the questions. ! notto interrupt.

What's the scariest experience you've ever had?
Would you like to travel in time? Why (not)?

If you had a time machine, what time period
would you most like to visit?

“The landscape was misty and vague. | was still on the hill-
25 side upon which this house now stands, and the shoulder rose
above me grey and dim. | saw trees growing and changing like
) puffs of vapour, now brown, now green; they grew, spread,
shivered, and passed away. | saw huge buildings rise up faint

THE TIME MACHINE and fair, and pass like dreams. The whole surface of the earth
30 seemed changed - melting and flowing under my eyes. The little
( 189 5) H. G. Wells hands upon the dials that registered my speed raced round

faster and faster. Presently | noted that the sun belt swayed up
and down, from solstice to solstice, in a minute or less, and that
consequently my pace was over a year a minute; and minute by

35 minute the white snow flashed across the world, and vanished,
and was followed by the bright, brief green of spring.

'l am afraid | cannot convey the peculiar sensations of time
travelling. They are excessively unpleasant. There is a feeling
exactly like that one has upon a switchback - of a helpless
headlong motion! | felt the same horrible anticipation, too,

5 of animminent smash. As | put on pace, night followed day
like the flapping of a black wing. The dim suggestion of the
laboratory seemed presently to fall away from me, and | saw
the sun hopping swiftly across the sky, leaping it every minute,
and every minute marking a day. | supposed the laboratory had

10 been destroyed and | had come into the open air. | had a dim
impression of scaffolding, but | was already going too fast to
be conscious of any moving things. The slowest snail that ever
crawled dashed by too fast for me. The twinkling succession
of darkness and light was excessively painful to the eye. Then,

15 in the intermittent darknesses, | saw the moon spinning swiftly
through her quarters from new to full, and had a faint glimpse
of the circling stars. Presently, as | went on, still gaining velocity,
the palpitation of night and day merged into one continuous
greyness; the sky took on a wonderful deepness of blue, a

20 splendid luminous colour like that of early twilight; the jerking
sun became a streak of fire, a brilliant arch, in space; the moon
a fainter fluctuating band; and | could see nothing of the stars,
save now and then a brighter circle flickering in the blue.

“The unpleasant sensations of the start were less poignant
now. They merged at last into a kind of hysterical exhilaration. |
remarked indeed a clumsy swaying of the machine, for which |

0 was unable to account. But my mind was too confused to attend
to it, so with a kind of madness growing upon me, | flung myself
into futurity. At first | scarce thought of stopping, scarce thought
of anything but these new sensations. But presently a fresh
series of impressions grew up in my mind — a certain curiosity

45 and therewith a certain dread - until at last they took complete

possession of me. What strange developments of humanity,
what wonderful advances upon our rudimentary civilization,
| thought, might not appear when | came to look nearly into
the dim elusive world that raced and fluctuated before my

50 eyes! | saw great and splendid architecture rising about me,

more massive than any buildings of our own time, and yet, as it
seemed, built of glimmer and mist. | saw a richer green flow up
the hill-side, and remain there, without any wintry intermission.
Even through the veil of my confusion the earth seemed very
55 fair. And so my mind came round to the business of stopping.

a

e :
:( Glossary :
. 1 a structure of metal poles and wooden 6 unusual and strange, sometimes in an :
. boards put against a building on which workers unpleasant way .
. stand to reach the higher parts of the building 7 a gas or extremely small drops of .
. 2 causing or having a very sharp feeling liquid that result from the heating of a liquid or .
. of sadness solid .
3 a feeling of excitement about 8 an improvement or development in
: something that is going to happen in the near something :
: future 9 a number of similar events or people :
4 the speed of something in a particular that happen, exist, etc. after each other
direction 10 when prices, levels of water or interest | =
. 5 a part of a machine or device that rates go up and down .
. L shows you a measurement such as speed or time ) *
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Read the text and listen.

1 The Time Traveller talks about a slow bird / snail

4B LITERATURE

8 Itis 802,701 AD and the Time
Traveller's machine has disappeared. He has been

form a glossary. called the Eloi, but now he meets a different type
. of creature — a Morlock. Listen and put the events
4 Read the text again. Circle correct answers. in order

to describe the speed. A He was scared when he saw some eyes. |:|
2 The sunis compared to a fire / the moon. B The Time Traveller seeked shelter in the ruins |:|
3 He can't say what speed he was travelling at C The Time Traveller tried to find the creature in
because the dials / dreams were moving too fast. the ruins. |:|
4 He thinks people in the future Yvnll be the same D The creature ran and hid in the shadows. I:l
as / more advanced than those in his own time. )
E The Time Traveller looked down the hole. |:|

5 The buildings of the future are massive / tiny.

Answer the
questions. Match the statements with the
quotes from the text.

1 'l'am afraid | cannot convey the peculiar

9 Listen again. Circle the

correct answers.

1

The Time Traveller says the creature looks like a little
ape / shadow.

_ 4 7 2 It's white with large whiteish / greyish-red eyes.
sensations of time travelling, |:| 3 The Time Traveller doesn't know if it used
2 'Minute by minute the white snow flashed just its legs / arms and legs to run.
across the world, and vanished. 4 It moved like a mix of a human and a spider / snake.
3 'And so my mind came round to the business 5 The Time Traveller believes that the Morlocks

[]

a |'hadto think about what was about to happen.

of stopping’

My body felt very strange and | cannot

evolved from human / alien species.

WRITING A pros and cons essay

10 Should people be able to travel in
time? Write an essay with your arguments in

describe it.
¢ |was travelling so fast that winter turned to
spring in a short amount of time.

Complete the sentences with
the words in the list.

advances | dial | poignant
scaffolding | succession

1 When building a house, builders put up

2 On my birthday | received a of text

messages.

140-190 words.

Paragraph 1 (Introduction): Introduce the topic.
Say what you understand by the key words. End the
paragraph with your initial opinion.

Paragraph 2: Give arguments that support your
opinion. Give clear examples.

Paragraph 3: Think about the opposite opinion.
Give examples.

Paragraph 4 (Conclusion): Summarise your essay

and restate your opinion in your first paragraph.
3 Inthe 1989 film Back to the Future Il, the / P / paragrap

of the time machine is set to 2015.

4 The photo of the plane crash on the front page

I T-iNK STYLE I
The narrator

was

5 in special effects have made films

more and more realistic. The Time Machine features two narrators: the narrator,

who sets the scene and returns at the end, and the
Time Traveller, who recounts his adventure. Examples
of similar narrators include Dr Watson in Sherlock
Holmes and Nick Carraway in The Great Gatsby.

7 Work in pairs. Student A is a guest
at the dinner party and is trying to get more
information from the Time Traveller (Student
B) about his journey.

What are the benefits of having a story told by
just one narrator instead of a lot of different
characters? What are the disadvantages? Think
about other books you've read to use as examples.

| don't believe you! Tell me how you were n
able to travel to a different time.

TIME TRAVELLER

GUEST

[ told you. | pressed the button,
the time machine made a loud
noise and ...
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